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This
May
edition
of
our
Newsletter brings you important
updates as we move steadily
closer to opening in September.
We continue to make outstanding
appointments, meaning your
children will have the very best
teachers in the region. We also
have a focus on ‘Behaviour
at the Academy’, which will
ensure a calm and safe learning
environment for all.
Finally, we also bring you practical information including our
‘2017/18 Term Dates’ and further details about our Year 6 into
Year 7 Transfer Day which will be taking place on 6 July.

Building and
Facilities News
A recent tour of the school revealed great progress both
inside and out. All furniture and ICT equipment has been
ordered and we are now busy equipping specialist areas
including science, PE, technology and music.

Staff News
Talented and vastly experienced
Director of Maths joins the Team
We are enormously fortunate
to have Jacqui Hepburn joining
our team and her appointment
again shows Wixams Academy’s
commitment to recruiting the
highest calibre staff.

Jacqui is passionate about
Mathematics having pursued
the discipline from a First
Class Degree to an extremely
successful industrial research and teaching career. A
highly experienced Mathematics teacher and leader,
Jacqui’s expertise is recognised and valued across the
county where she has served as Bedford’s Mathematics
Lead and chaired the Professional Study Group for Maths
leaders.
Jacqui has been Director of Mathematics at Secondary
and Upper schools in the region and is currently an
Assistant Headteacher at Kempston Challenger Academy.
Living in Oakley, Jacqui has three children studying at
university and is currently the Chair of Governors at her
local middle school.
Jacqui recently told us: ‘I strongly believe in the
importance of Years 7 and 8 in developing well rounded
young people and giving students the skills to be
successful at GCSE and beyond. I am excited to be
joining Wixams Academy and look forward to creating
the best educational experience for our students in
Bedfordshire.’
In other staff news, we have just appointed a very
experienced English Teacher and will be interviewing our
last few teachers and SENDCo this month. Adverts for
Support Staff will be posted just after half-term.
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Transfer Day
Transfer day for Year 6 students joining us in September
will be held on Thursday 6 July in the Bedford Sixth Form
buildings, Bromham Rd, Bedford from 9.00am - 3.00pm.
Our aim by the end of the day is for every pupil to have
met their teachers and classmates and to feel happy and
excited about joining Wixams Academy. There will be a
session for parents from 3.30pm-7.00pm to give you an
opportunity to meet teachers, ask questions and order
school uniform.
A letter will be sent to all families individually with further
details about the day.

Focus on Behaviour at Wixams Academy
Our aim is for every student to feel safe and happy in a
calm and supportive environment. Students will behave
responsibly given an inspirational learning experience and
within a culture of strong relationships, rewards and clear
boundaries.

We will ensure:
• No child will have their education disrupted by others.
• There are clearly understood expectations and
consequences, with input from students themselves.
• There is an emphasis on rewards and praise, where
good relationships are key.
• That learning is fun and engaging, with appropriate
challenge for all.

We believe:
• Individuality should be celebrated and supported.
• Children need high expectations, but also need to
be taught how to behave appropriately, with good
conduct modelled by all adults.
• All children need extra support at times and this will
be provided by teachers and other specialist staff
including the SENDCo, TAs and Student Support
professionals.

Terms Dates
We are pleased to publish our Term Dates for 2017/18
as follows:

Autumn Term 2017
Wednesday 6 September – Tuesday 19 December 2017
(Half-term: commencing Monday 23 October)
Training days:
Friday 1 September 2017
Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017

Spring Term 2018
Wednesday 3 January – Thursday 29 March 2018
(Half-term: week commencing Monday 12 February)

Summer Term 2018
Tuesday 17 April – Friday 20 July 2018
(Half-term: commencing Monday 28 May)
Bank Holidays:
Monday 7 May 2018
Monday 28 May 2018
Training day:
Monday 16 April 2018
The first two weeks of term will be very special and will
include ample opportunities for students to settle in and
find their way around, as well as events to celebrate the
historic opening of our new school.

Bank Holidays:
Monday 1 January 2018
Friday 30 March 2018
Monday 2 April 2018
Training day:
Tuesday 2 January 2018

News in Brief
Uniform
Thanks to those students who volunteered to try on
uniform for a ‘photo shoot’. We have just received a
number of new uniform samples, so will be arranging the
photos very soon.
Our uniform provider ‘Uniform Direct’ have told us that
they will open the Wixams portal on their website very
soon. They will also be present at Transfer Day on 6 July
to help students try on uniform and make orders.

Meetings With the Principal
Please contact me directly if you would like an individual
meeting. Email me on info@wixamsacademy.co.uk or
telephone me on 01234 291789 and I will arrange a
convenient time and location for us to meet and discuss
your child joining us in September. Please do not hesitate
to contact me with any issue however big or small.
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